Bangladesh OHS Links — Selected Media Articles & Reports

July — September 2017

Basic Information

International Labor Organization; Occupational safety and health country profile —
Bangladesh:
http://www.ilo.org/safework/countries/asia/bangladesh/lang--en/index.htm

International Labor Organization webpage: “Toward a safer garment industry in
Bangladesh,” updated frequently:
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/activities/all/safer-garment-industry-in-
bangladesh/lang--en/index.htm

ILO-IFC Better Work; SME Occupational Safety and Health Toolkit — Bangladesh:
http://bangladesh.smetoolkit.org/south-asia/en/content/en/53241/Occupational-Health-

and-Safety

EU-OSHA, “Promoting occupational safety and health through the supply chain;
Literature review (2012):

https://osha.europa.eu/en/publications/literature reviews/promoting-occupational-safety-
and-health-through-the-supply-chain/view

Business & Human Rights Resource Centre — Bangladesh
http://business-humanrights.org/bangladesh-0

Weekly newsletter with key articles from the Bangladesh media published by
WRAP — Worldwide Responsible Accredited Production
http://www.wrapcompliance.org/en/home

Maclean’s magazine (2013) “What does that $14 shirt really cost?”
http://www.macleans.ca/economy/business/what-does-that-14-shirt-really-cost/

Selected Articles and Reports

Major reports

“Garment worker diaries; Bangladesh — Working on two fronts: Gender relations and
factory conditions,” C&A Foundation, Microfinance Opportunities, Fashion Revolution,
BRAC, April 2017:

http://fashionrevolution.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/04/Garment Worker Diaries Bangladesh Interim Report.pdf




“Africa’s rise poses threat to Bangladesh’s apparel exports,” Refayet Ullah Mirdha, The
Daily Star (Dhaka), July 18, 2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/africas-rise-poses-threat-bangladeshs-apparel-
export-1434910

“Size of Bangladesh RMG industry still hard to assess,” Hannah Abdulla, Just Style,
September 14, 2017:
https://www.just-style.com/news/size-of-bangladesh-rmg-industry-still-hard-to-
assess 1d131662.aspx?utm source=daily-

html&utm medium=email&utm campaign=14-09-

2017&utm term=1d99097&utm content=471358

News from the International Labor Organization
Website: http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/lang--en/index.htm

“Workers pick up radio safety quiz prizes,” July 25, 2017:
http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/Informationresources/Publicinformation/Pressreleases/ WCMS

566279/lang--en/index.htm

“ILO Bangladesh Newsletter #7 — July 2017,” July 31, 2017:
http://www.1lo.org/dhaka/Whatwedo/Publications/ WCMS 566884/lang--en/index.htm

“Better Work update: June-July 2017,” August 3, 2017:
http://www.1lo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---1lo-
dhaka/documents/newsitem/wems 535500.pdf

ILO and UNICEF to collaborate on child protection in Bangladesh,” August 16, 2017:
http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/Informationresources/Publicinformation/Pressreleases/ WCMS

570558/lang--en/index.htm

“Setting the course for improved workplace safety in Bangladesh; Interview with Alberto
Cerda, ILO Dhaka Office,” August 24, 2017:
http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/Informationresources/Publicinformation/features/ WCMS 5705
61/lang--en/index.htm

“Better Work cartoons spark conversations from the Board room to the factory floor,”
August 25, 2017:

http://www.ilo.org/elobal/about-the-ilo/newsroom/features/ WCMS 571092/lang--
en/index.htm

“Improving working conditions in the Ready-Made Garment sector in Bangladesh,”
August 30, 2017:
http://www.1lo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/---1lo-
dhaka/documents/publication/wems 572087.pdf




News from the Bangladesh Accord
Website: http://bangladeshaccord.org

“Quarterly Aggregate Report; Remediation progress at RMG factories by the Accord,
through July 1*,” issued August 23, 2017:
http://bangladeshaccord.org/wp-content/uploads/Accord-Quarterly-Ageregate-Report-
August-2017.pdf

News from the Alliance for Bangladesh Worker Safety
Website: http://www.bangladeshworkersafety.org

“Twenty-six more Alliance factories achieve substantial completion of their Corrective
Action Plans,” August 1, 2017:
http://www.bangladeshworkersafety.org/en/451-twenty-six-more-alliance-factories-
achieve-substantial-completion-of-their-corrective-action-plans-operations-suspended-in-
one-other

“Alliance not to extend tenure in Bangladesh beyond 2018,” Fibre2Fashion, August 24,
2017:
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/apparel-announcement-news/alliance-not-to-extend-
tenure-in-bangladesh-beyond-2018-207592-newsdetails.htm

“Forty-six more Alliance factories achieve substantial completion of the Corrective3
Action Plans,” September 10, 2017:
http://www.bangladeshworkersafety.org/en/458-aug2017-press-release

Films and Video on Bangladesh OHS

“Working conditions in Bangladesh garment factories — This girl said No!” Sustainable
Fashion Matterz, June 26, 2017:
https://www.sustainablefashionmatterz.com/blog/taslima-taslim-garment-factory-worker

“Health and safety still an issue for Bangladeshi garment workers,” Jiselle Hanna,
Rabble.ca podcasts, August 8, 2017:
http://rabble.ca/podcasts/shows/asia-pacific-currents/2017/08/health-and-safety-still-
1ssue-bangladeshi-garment

Earlier Articles and Reports

“Towards improving factory working conditions in developing countries: An empirical
analysis pf Bangladesh Ready-Made Garment factories,” Susan Goldstein, Xiaojin Liu,
Anant Mishra and Kingshuk Sinha, University of Virginia, January 20, 2017:



http://www.darden.virginia.edu/uploadedFiles/Towards%20Improving%20Factory%20W
orking%?20Conditions%20in%20Developing%20Countries Goldstein%20Liu%20Mishra
%20and%20Sinha.pdf

“Why you should care about the Bangladesh garment industry,” E.C. Fleming, Paste
magazine, February 6, 2017:
https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2017/01/why-you-should-care-about-the-
bangladesh-garment-i.html

“Migrants, information, and working conditions in Bangladeshi garment factories,” Laura
Boudreau, Rachel Heath and Tyler McCormick,” ResearchGate, April 5, 2017:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/317035432 Migrants Information and Worki
ng Conditions in Bangladeshi Garment Factories

“4 years after Rana Plaza, 141 Bangladeshi factories have been ‘remediated,”” Edwin
Lopez and Jennifer McKevitt, Supply Chain Dive, May 10, 2017:
http://www.supplychaindive.com/news/Rana-Plaza-ethical-sourcing-Bangladesh-labor-
Alliance-Accord/442334/

“Health, Safety and productivity in garment in Bangladesh,” research project January
2015-December 2018, Aalborg University, Denmark, and Ahsanullah University of
Science and Technology, Dhaka, mid-term report, July 13, 2017:
http://drp.dfcentre.com/project/health-safety-and-productivity-garment-bangladesh

July 2017 articles and reports

“The Flanarant — Factory safety isn’t the biggest risk to Bangladesh workers,” Mike
Flanagan, Just-Style, July 13, 2017:
https://www.just-style.com/comment/the-flanarant-factory-safety-isnt-the-biggest-risk-to-
bangladesh-workers 1d131173.aspx

“Bangladesh Accord extended three years — worker protections strengthened, proponents
promote an ‘alternative to standard CSR programs,’” Garrett Brown, The Pump Handle,
July 18, 2017:
http://scienceblogs.com/thepumphandle/2017/07/18/bangladesh-accord-is-extended-for-
three-years-worker-protections-strengthened-as-proponents-promote-an-alternative-to-
standard-csr-programs/

“High Court orders shut down all illegal boilers,” The Daily Star (Dhaka), July 19, 2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/shut-down-all-illegal-boilers-1435384

“Customs to remain open 24 hours at Chittagong port,” Anwar Hussain, Dhaka Tribune,
July 23, 2017:
http://www.dhakatribune.com/business/commerce/2017/07/23/customs-remain-open-24-
hrs-chittagong-port/




“Most Bangladesh factories are still unsafe, and consumers should not feel comfortable,”
Kirk Hepburn and John Richards, The Globe and Mail (Toronto), July 28, 2017:
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/four-years-after-crisis-are-bangladeshi-
workers-any-safer/article35819006/?service=print

“The opposition disappears in Bangladesh, New York Times editorial, July 28, 2017:
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/28/opinion/the-opposition-disappears-in-
bangladesh.html

“All Bangladesh clothing factories to be mapped,” Kirsty McGregor, Drapers, July 29,
2017:

https://www.drapersonline.com/news/all-bangladeshi-clothing-factories-to-be-
mapped/7024865.article

August 2017 articles and reports

“Bangladesh to take factory inspections into its own hands as US-led Alliance steps
aside,” Sourcing Journal, August 2, 2017:
https://sourcingjournalonline.com/bangladesh-form-factory-inspection-platform-us-led-
alliance-steps-aside-td/

“NBR announces tax cut for Bangladesh garment factories,” Fibre2Fashion, August 8,
2017:
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/apparel-clothing-policy-news/nbr-announces-tax-
cut-for-bangladesh-garment-factories-207308-newsdetails.htm

“Mirpur suffers as workers block 2 roads for 12 hours,” The Daily Star (Dhaka), August
8,2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/10-hurt-rmg-workers-police-clash-mirpur-1445287

“FTA urges Bangladesh to cooperate with EU, ILO,” Fibre2Fashion, August 8, 2017:
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/textiles-import-export-news/fta-urges-bangladesh-to-
cooperate-with-eu-110-207300-newsdetails.htm

“Exporters hardly grab order orders diverted from China; Analysts blame low capacity,
weak infrastructure and inadequate energy,” Refayet Ullah Mirdha, The Daily Star
(Dhaka), August 11, 2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/business/exporters-hardly-grab-orders-diverted-china-
1446907

“Bangladesh garment exports shoot up 17% in July *17,” Fibre2Fashion, August 12,
2017:
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/international-textiles-trade-news/bangladesh-
garment-exports-shoot-up-17-in-july-17-207379-newsdetails.htm




“Better Work and UNICEF support maternity rights and breastfeeding in Bangladesh
RMG sector,” ILO, August 22, 2017:
http://www.ilo.org/dhaka/Informationresources/Publicinformation/Pressreleases/ WCMS
573867/lang--en/index.htm

“Bangladesh: Haesong garment workers assaulted,” IndustriALL Global Union, August
23,2017:
http://www.industriall-union.org/bangladesh-haesong-garment-workers-assaulted

All Bangla RMG units now under central welfare fund,” Fibre2Fashion, August 29,
2017:
http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/apparel-announcement-news/all-bangla-rmg-units-
now-under-central-welfare-fund-207651-newsdetails.htm

“Graft Case: Rana Plaza owner Sohel Rana jailed for 3 years,” The Daily Star (Dhaka),
August 29, 2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/city/rana-plaza-tragedy-corruption-case-sohel-rana-jailed-for-

3yrs-1455811

“Savar tannery workers stage demo for workplace rights,” The Daily Star (Dhaka),
August 25, 2017:
http://www.thedailystar.net/city/savar-tannery-workers-stage-demo-workplace-rights-
1453861

Related Global Supply Chain Issues

“Are your jeans ethical?” Jessica Goodheart, Capital & Main and Fast Company, July 27,
2017:
https://capitalandmain.com/are-your-jeans-ethical-0727

“Modern slavery risk rising in European supply chains,” Leonie Barrie, Just-Style,
August 10, 2017:
https://www.just-style.com/analysis/modern-slavery-risk-rising-in-european-supply-
chains id131407.aspx

“Removing barriers to Justice; How a treaty on business and human rights could improve
access to remedy for victims,” Daniel Blackburn, ICTUR, on behalf of eight NGOs in
Europe, August 2017:

https://www.business-
humanrights.org/sites/default/files/documents/Removing%?20barriers%20web.pdf

“Nike signs factory access agreement,” Judy Gearhart and Sarah Newell, Huffington
Post, September 1, 2017:



http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/59a9d7¢3e4b0c50640cd5f5a

“Five years since Ali Enterprises fire disaster, factories in Pakistan continue to be
unsafe,” Clean Clothes Campaign, September 11, 2017:
https://cleanclothes.org/news/2017/09/11/five-years-since-ali-enterprises-fire-disaster-
factories-in-pakistan-continue-to-be-unsafe?amp%3Bqid=78122

“Creating a paradigm shift: Legal strategies to improve access to remedy for corporate
human rights abuse,” Amnesty International, September 4, 2017:
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol30/7037/2017/en/?amp%3Bqid=78122

“Factory workers still toiling away in deathtraps,” The News (Karachi, Pakistan),
September 11, 2017:
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/229003-Factory-workers-still-toiling-away-in-

deathtraps

Compiled by Garrett Brown, September 19, 2017



